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Outline of the session 

� Aistear: the Early Childhood Curriculum Framework –

overview of content

� Aistear and Síolta – some connections 

� Using Aistear – some starting points

Pillars of support for 
quality practice in ECCE

Quality in 
practice

Qualified adult:
Workforce 

Development Plan

Síolta:
The National Quality 

Framework for 
Early Childhood

Education 

Aistear: 
the Early Childhood 

Curriculum 
Framework

Aistear, a journey .... 
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For whom? Why?

Aistear 

� is for all children from birth to six 

years. 

� supports adults in helping children to 

grow and develop as confident and 

competent learners. 

� can be used in the range of settings:

− childminding settings 

− sessional services 

− full and part-time daycare settings 

− infant classes in primary school

− children’s own homes. 
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Aistear - What’s in it?

Principles and Themes Guidelines for Good 
Practice 

� Well-being

� Identity and Belonging

� Communicating

� Exploring and Thinking

� Partnerships

� Interactions

� Play 

� Assessment

User Guide

� Using Aistear alongside Síolta, the Infant Curriculum 
and the Pre-School Regulations

Key Messages from the Research Papers 

� Summarising key points from research which underpin 
Aistear
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Aistear’s 12 principles

Early childhood Connections 
with others 

Learning and 
developing 

� Uniqueness

� Equality and 
diversity

� Citizenship

� Relationships

� The role of the 
adult 

� Parents and 
families 

� Holistic

� Active 

� Play; hands-on 
experiences 

� Relevant and 
meaningful 

� Communication 
and language

� Learning 
environment   
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Aistear’s themes 

Well-being

Identity and 
Belonging
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Aistear’s themes 

Exploring and 
Thinking

Communicating
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Presenting 
children’s 
learning and 
development 
through 
themes

11

Identity and 
Belonging

Sample learning 
opportunities

Babies
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Guidelines for good practice

� partnerships 

� interactions

� play

� assessment

Aistear provides information, ideas and 
examples of learning experiences in four 
areas of practice:
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Learning experiences ...  

� are detailed accounts of children learning through 
particular activities or events, in collaboration with other 
children and adults ... describe what the children say, do 
and make in the course of the activities or events ... show 
the adult’s important role in supporting and extending the 
children’s learning and development.

(User guide, page 5)

� Searchable by 

– age group (3 groups)

– setting type (5 settings)

– theme (4 themes)

1414

Sample: Learning experience
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Supporting Aistear

Publish online at www.ncca.ie/earlylearning and on CD ROM

Disseminate and support Aistear by  

� integrating Aistear with other developments through continued 
collaborations at national and regional levels

− working with settings to gather examples of Aistear-in-action

� developing an Aistear toolkit, e.g. podcasts, planning tools

� publishing articles, e.g. CCCs, BCCN, NCNA, IPPA, ICPN, 

ActiveLinks … 

� presenting at conferences and seminars 

Aistear and supporting materials will be published at 
www.ncca.ie/earlylearning
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Some starting points

� Using Aistear alongside Síolta

− selecting one or more standards for review and 
development 

� Auditing the curriculum for a particular age group or area of 
learning and development 

� Reviewing a particular aspect of practice 

Aistear and Síolta

� 1: Rights of the child 

� 2: Environments

� 3: Parents and Families

� 4: Consultation

� 5: Interactions

� 6: Play

� 7: Curriculum

� 8: Planning and 
Evaluation

� 9: Health and Welfare

� 10: Organisation 

� 11: Professional Practice

� 12: Communication

� 13: Transitions

� 14: Identity and 
Belonging

� 15: Legislation and 
Regulation

� 16: Community 
Involvement

Standards 

(See Audit of Aistear and Síolta [NCCA and DES, 2008])
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Next steps 

� Publishing Aistear 22nd October 2009

(www.ncca.ie/earlylearning)

� Developing the Aistear Toolkit November and December 

� Working with settings 2010 onwards 
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