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PLASTICS 
Only 1, 2 and 4 can be recycled in Ireland 

�3�E�E�å�T�H�E�å�C�H�A�P�T�E�R�å�2�E�D�U�C�E���å�2�E�U�S�E���å�2�E�C�Y�C�L�E�å�n�å�4�H�E�å�+�I�T�C�H�E�N�å�A�N�D�å�"�A�T�H�R�O�O�M�å�F�O�R�å�F�U�R�T�H�E�R�å
�I�N�F�O�R�M�A�T�I�O�N��

A wide range of plastics are used in packaging. To make sorting and thus recycling 
easier, the American Society of Plastics Industry developed a standard marking code to 
help consumers identify and sort the main types of plastic. These types and their most 
common uses are shown below:

	 PET	 Polyethylene terephthalate - Fizzy drink bottles and oven-		
	 ready meal trays. 

	 HDPE	 High-density polyethylene - Bottles for milk and washing-up 	
	 liquids. 

	 PVC	 Polyvinyl chloride - Food trays, cling film, bottles for squash, 	
	 mineral water and shampoo. 

	 LDPE	 Low-density polyethylene - Carrier bags and bin liners. 
 

	 PP	 Polypropylene - Margarine tubs, microwaveable meal trays. 
 

	 PS	 Polystyrene - Yoghurt pots, foam meat or fish trays, hamburger 	
	 boxes and egg cartons, vending cups, plastic cutlery, protective 	
	 packaging for electronic goods and toys. 

OTHER	 Any other plastics that do not fall into any of the above categories.  
An example is melamine, which is often used in plastic plates and cups.

�0�,�!�3�4�)�#�3

If you see the above symbol - it means you can put the packaging into your council’s 
compost collection box or bag (if they provide one!) This is a relatively new symbol found 
on biodegradable plastic packaging. The symbol signifies that the packaging has been 
tested, and is suitable for putting into local authority compost collections.

�0�,�!�3�4�)�#�3

�0�,�!�3�4�)�#�3

�0�,�!�3�4�)�#�3

�0�,�!�3�4�)�#�3

�0�,�!�3�4�)�#�3

�0�,�!�3�4�)�#�3
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DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

More efficient

Less efficient

A
B

C
D

E
F
G

Energy Labelling of appliances was first introduced in Ireland in 1995 under EU 
legislation. Energy labels help you to make a more informed choice when buying an 
appliance by allowing you to easily compare the energy consumption of different models.

OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

This label is used to indicate energy efficiency in office equipment sold throughout Europe. 

TIMBER PRODUCTS

The symbol - as well as the letters FSC and words ‘Forest Stewardship Council’ indicate 
that the product supports the growth of responsible forest management worldwide. 
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FOOD 

O
R

G

ANIC TRU
S

T
 O

R
G

ANIC TRU
S

T

The above symbols are commonly found on the labels of organic food in Ireland. When 
you see food marked as organic, it means that it has been produced in a sustainable, 
environmentally friendly way without damaging the environment. 

FAIRTRADE MARK

The Fairtrade mark is an independent consumer label which appears on products 
as an independent guarantee that disadvantaged producers in the developing world 
are getting a better deal. For a product to display the Fairtrade Mark it must meet 
international Fairtrade standards. The international certification body Fairtrade Labelling 
Organisations International (FLO) sets these standards. Producer organisations that 
supply Fairtrade products are inspected and certified by FLO. They receive a minimum 
price that covers the cost of sustainable production and an extra premium that is 
invested in social or economic development projects. 
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Other symbols

The European Eco-label has been developed by the European Union to encourage the 
development of products which keep the impact on the environment to a minimum. It 
is a voluntary scheme and the ‘flower’ symbol is awarded to products that meet a set 
of stringent environmental and performance criteria. These criteria take into account all 
aspects of a product’s life, from its production and use to its eventual disposal (cradle-to-
grave approach). About 2,000 products - from washing machines to footwear - currently 
carry the label. Packaging is included in this life cycle analysis where it is integral to the 
product, such as washing up liquid or laundry detergents.

The Blue Angel identifies businesses which show commitment, creativity and innovation 
for the protection of the environment. It highlights products and services which are 
optimised in their impact on the environment.

The Swan is the official Nordic ecolabel and appears on many products and services.

The green dot is a Pan-European financial participation symbol. When you see the green 
dot on a product, it signifies that the supplier of the packaging is contributing towards 
the cost of recovery and recycling of packaging waste. It does not necessarily mean that 
the packaging is recyclable.
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To find out more

Please note that the following organisations and websites are a small selection of 
the many bodies working for environmental protection and sustainability. By making 
contact with some of those listed in this section and using the links on their websites, 
you will find many more organisations whose publications and activities will be helpful.
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To find out more
Government Departments, State Agencies and Local Authorities

An Bord Pleanála
64 Marlborough St, Dublin 1  
Tel: 01 858 8100 LoCall: 1890 275175 
E-mail: bord@pleanala.ie Website: www.pleanala.ie

aNSwer – A north-south website of environmental research 
Website: www.answer-online.org

Bord Bia
Clanwilliam Court, Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2  
Tel: 01 668 5155 
Website: www.bordbia.ie

Coillte
Newtownmountkennedy, Co. Wicklow.  
Tel: 01 201 1111
Website: www.coillte.ie

Comhar - Sustainable Development Council
17 St Andrew Street, Dublin 2  
Tel: 01 888 3990 LoCall: 1890 200327
Website: www.comhar-nsdp.ie

Department of Agriculture and Food
Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2  
Tel: 01 607 2000 LoCall: 1890 200 510
Website: www.agriculture.gov.ie

Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
29-31 Adelaide Road, Dublin 2  
Tel: 01 678 2000 LoCall: 1890 449900
Website: www.dcmnr.gov.ie

Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government
Custom House, Dublin 1  
Tel: 01 888 2000 LoCall: 1890 202021 
Website: www.environ.ie

Department of Transport
Transport House, 44 Kildare Street, Dublin 2  
Tel: 01 670 7444 LoCall: 1890 443311  
Website: www.transport.ie

Dublin City Council
Civic Offices, Wood Quay, Dublin 8  
Tel: 01 222 2222
E-mail: customerservices@dublincity.ie  
Website: www.dublincity.ie
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Dublin Waste 
Website: www.dublinwaste.ie

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council
County Hall, Marine Road, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin  
Tel: 01 205 4700 
E-mail: corp@dlrcoco.ie  
Website: www.dlrcoco.ie

ENFO
17 St Andrew Street, Dublin 2  
Tel: 01 888 2001 LoCall: 1890 200191
Website: www.enfo.ie

Environmental Protection Agency
P.O. Box 3000, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford  
Tel: 053 916 0600
Website: www.epa.ie

Fingal County Council
County Hall, Swords, Fingal, Co. Dublin 
Tel: 01 890 5000
Website: www.fingalcoco.ie

GIS Heritage Data for Ireland 
Website: www.heritagedata.ie

Heritage Council
Rothe House, Kilkenny 
Tel: 056 777 0777
Website: www.heritagecouncil.ie

Ireland’s National Platform for Biodiversity Research 
Website: www.biodiversityresearch.ie

National Parks & Wildlife Service
7 Ely Place, Dublin 2 
Tel: 01 888 3240 LoCall: 1890 202021
Website: www.npws.ie

Notice Nature - Ireland’s public awareness campaign on biodiversity 
Website: www.noticenature.ie

Office of Public Works
51 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2  
Tel: 01 647 6000 LoCall: 1890 213414
Website: www.opw.ie

Power of One - Energy Efficiency for Ireland 
Website: www.powerofone.ie
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Race Against Waste
RPS Group, West Pier Business Campus, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin 
Website: www.raceagainstwaste.com

South Dublin County Council
County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24  
Tel: 01 414 9000  
E-mail: cccounter@sdublincoco.ie  
Website: www.sdublincoco.ie

Sustainable Energy Ireland
Glasnevin, Dublin 9  
Tel: 01 836 9080 
Website: www.sei.ie

Teagasc
Oak Park, Carlow  
Tel: 059 917 0200  
Website: www.teagasc.ie

Tidy Towns
Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, Custom House, Dublin 1  
Tel: 01 888 2300 Freephone: 1800 787878 
Website: www.tidytowns.ie

Waterways Ireland
5/7 Belmore Street, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh BT74 6AA  
Tel: 048 6632 3004
Website: www.waterwaysireland.org
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Non-Governmental Organisations

All Things Eco - Directory of Resources 
Website: www.allthingseco.co.uk

An Taisce
Tailors’ Hall, Dublin 8  
Tel: 01 454 1786  
Website: www.antaisce.org

Bat Conservation Ireland 
Website: www.batconservationireland.org

Biodiversity website 
Website: www.biology.ie

BirdWatch Ireland
1 Springmount, NewtownMountKennedy, Co. Wicklow  
Tel: 01 281 9878  
Website: www.birdwatchireland.ie

Coastwatch Europe 
Website: www.iol.ie/~dubsky/cwe/

Conservation Volunteers Ireland
Stewards House, Rathfarnham Castle, Dublin 14  
Tel: 01 495 2878
Website: www.cvi.ie

Crann
P.O. Box 860, Celbridge, Co. Kildare  
Tel: 01 627 5075 
Website: www.crann.ie

Cultivate Living & Learning Centre
15-19 Essex Street West, Temple Bar, Dublin 8  
Tel: 01 674 6396 or 01 674 5773 
Website: www.sustainable.ie

ECO-UNESCO
26 Clare St, Dublin 2  
Tel: 01 662 5491 or 01 6625493
Website: www.ecounesco.ie

Feasta - The Foundation for the Economics of Sustainability
10a Lower Camden Street, Dublin 2  
Tel: 01 405 3615  
Website: www.feasta.org
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Friends of the Earth Ireland
9 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2  
Tel: 01 639 4652 
E-mail: info@foe.ie  
Website: www.foe.ie

Friends of the Irish Environment 
Website: www.friendsof theirishenvironment.net

GAP Ballymun
27 Shangan Road, Ballymun, Dublin 9  
Tel: 01 862 5846 
Website: www.globalactionplan.ie

Genetic Heritage Ireland 
Website: www.tcd.ie/Botany/GHI/

Green Directory 
Website: www.sustainable.ie/directory/index.php

Inland Waterways Association of Ireland 
Website: www.iwai.ie

Irish Bioenergy Association 
Website: www.irbea.org

Irish Peatland Conservation Council
Bog of Allen Nature Centre, Lullymore, Rathangan, Co. Kildare 
Tel: 045 860 133  
Website: www.ipcc.ie

Irish Seal Sanctuary
An Clochán, Tobergregan, Garristown, Co. Dublin  
Tel: 01 835 4370  
Website: www.irishsealsanctuary.ie 

Irish Whale and Dolphin Group 
Website: www.iwdg.ie

Irish Wildlife Trust
Sigmund Business Centre, 93A Lagan Road, Dublin Industrial Estate, Glasnevin, Dublin 11 
Tel: 01 860 2839  
Website: www.iwt.ie

Medialive - A media information resource 
Website: www.medialive.ie
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National Newspapers of Ireland, 
Clyde Lodge, 15 Clyde Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4  
Tel: 01 668 9099  
Website: www.nni.ie

Native Woodland Trust 
Website: www.nativewoodtrust.ie

The Irish Hare 
Website: www.irishhare.org

Tree Council of Ireland
The Park, Cabinteeley, Dublin 18  
Tel: 01 493 1313  
Website: www.treecouncil.ie

Worldwide Green Directory 
Website: www.onegreenearth.com
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